


Ward End Park was originally fields connected to the
mediaeval Ward End Old Hall which was located off
Overpool Road, on the other side of Washwood Heath
Road, not far from the historic St Margarets Church.The
1759 map of Little Bromwich Manor shows the area as
Slade Field with a house near the road.
It is likely that the existing house in the park was built in
about 1790 – it was the home of the Marshall family.
In 1884 Frederick Gwyther, an electroplate manufacturer
in Nechells bought the property, but he died in 1891.
Maybe Frederick planted some of the trees that we see
today? 
In 1904, Frederick’s widow sold the house and 11 acres
of land to Birmingham Corporation and together with
the adjoining land of 43 acres it became a public park.The
large lake was dug in 1908-09.
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Log Sculptures
CELEBRATING THE FRUITS OF THE TREES IN
THE PARK

As part of the Tree Trail, three wood sculptures have been
specially commissioned.They are based on three autumn
fruits – an Acorn, a Beech Nut and a Conker.

The Acorn is the fruit of the Oak tree.This sculpture is
made from a single piece of English Oak from
Worcestershire.The original piece of tree weighed about
two and a half tons. Made over a period of 2 months in
early 2014, Graham carved it using chainsaws and
traditional hand carving tools.
Oak wood is packed with natural tannins which protect it
from fungal and bacterial decay.

Beech Nuts are quite an extraordinary triangular shape
with two nuts per husk. The shape of the sculpture, with
one nut remaining in its case, lends itself very well to
making a long bench with the husk as a back rest. It is
made from a five ton piece of Sweet Chestnut wood,
which like oak, has vast quantities of tannin in its wood to
prevent decay.This sculpture will last for decades and, as
with all the sculptures here, needs no treatment except
perhaps re-colouring from time to time.

The Conker is the fruit of the Chestnut tree. This
sculpture shows the nut and some of the nut’s casing. It is
made from one piece of oak weighing two tons. It is
placed on the top of the hill, so as it can be seen from a
distance. It could serve as a table for picnicking.

Graham Jones is a sculptor working in wood and has over
30 years’ experience of working around the country and
particularly in The Midlands. He has developed an
expertise in all kinds of woodcarving using chainsaws and
traditional hand carving tools. For more information see
www.gmjwoodcarving.co.uk

The Friends are grateful to the Big Lottery "Awards for
All" who have funded the creation and installation of the
sculptures.

Trees have a vital role to play in the sustainability of our
towns and cities and we need to take good care of them,
now and in the future. Trees help keep us healthier by
absorbing pollution and reducing stress; bringing
environmental benefits by helping to reduce climate
change, and providing wildlife habitats.They contribute to
urban life by making the city a more attractive place to
live and work. A city without trees would be very sad.

The Friends are a group of local volunteers who help to
look after the park. They work as custodians in
partnership with Birmingham City Council and the park
maintenance contractors. The Friends helped achieve a
‘Green Flag Award’ by demonstrating high standards of
welcome, cleanliness, sustainability and community
involvement in the park.
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23 Variegated Sycamore - ACER PSEUDOPLATANUS

LEOPOLDII

Just off the path is this very posh sycamore with 
wonderful yellow splashed leaves –they are brightest
in spring.The first of these trees was bred in a tree 
nursery from a common sycamore and possibly 
appeared by chance. Growers then grew variegated
seedlings until there were lots of trees.The ancestors
of this tree were bred in Belgium – King Leopold was
on the throne in 1861.

24 London Plane - PLATANUS x HISPANICA

This huge tree stands proudly at the junction of two
paths.You can look right up into its branches.This 
photograph is taken in May, just as its leaves are 
coming out so that you can see the structure of the
tree. In the summer there is a dense canopy of leaves
that casts useful shade. In the autumn the fruits of the
plane tree look like brown Christmas baubles.

25 Hornbeam - CARPINUS BETULUS

This tree is next to the plane tree, but it has a very 
neat, smart shape. Hornbeams are relatives of beech
trees and their leaves are similar – the hornbeams 
are slightly darker and have ridges on them. Notice 
that the shape of the tree is round at the bottom 
with the branches ending in a tapering point at the 
top.There is another example near the house.

26 Common Ash - FRAXINUS EXCELSIOR

There are several large ash trees growing along this 
avenue.They are common trees, native to Britain.
Their trunks have a regular pattern of grey ridges on
them and their leaves are made up of about ten little
leaflets all joined to the stalk.This photograph shows
the tree in the autumn – the biscuit brown fruits are
called ‘keys’ and can be quite numerous. Some trees
may suffer from a disease called ‘ash die-back’ in the
future, we hope these trees survive.
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